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PROGRAMME




ALK
NOV

A FESTIVAL CELEBRATING SPOKEN
WORD POETRY, WHERE THE

2024 NATIONAL POETRY SLAM
CHAMPION WILL BE CROWNED.

FRIDAY

Kicking off festival weekend is an open mic with
a feature set from National Slam Champion
Mohamed Hassan. Head down to the cosy
Cafe 39 to hear some incredible poetry from
our feature and Nationals competitors. Sign up
to the open mic if you'd like to get on stage
yourself!

8-10pm
Cafe 39, Ponsonby

SATURDAY

Never tried poetry before? Have a poem that
needs editing? Want to share creative space
with other writers2 Designed for poets of all
skill levels, and facilitated by a National Poetry
Slam Champion, this workshop is open to all to
come and explore poetry and share work with
others.

10:30am - 12:30pm
Ellen Melville Centre

Three creatives, with careers spanning film,

TV, publishing, theatre, radio, journalism, and
activism, all have artistic practices that started
with poetry. How have they moved between
artformse What opportunities are out there

for poetse What can poetry teach you about
working in the artse Slam poets past and
present Grace Iwashita-Taylor, Mohamed
Hassan, and Matariki Bennett discuss how
poetry is the undercurrent to their careers, and
a foundation for change-making.

1:30pm
Ellen Melville Centre

13 poets from eight regions across the country
have slammed their way through qualifying
events fo reach the National Poetry Slam.

Now they'll have three, three-minute rounds to
convince random audience judges why they
should be the next National Slam Champion.
With a feature set from 2023 Champion Marcus
Mackenzie, this is the poetry event of the year.

7pm
Ellen Melville Centre

The official Nationals afterparty, the hotly-
anficipated AfterSlam. Head down to
Basement after the Slam for a DJ and some
very special performances to close out the
weekend in style.

1Tpm-late
Basement Theatre



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-poetry-slam-writing-workshop-tickets-1060447409749?aff=ebdsshcopyurl&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=organizer-profile&utm-share-source=organizer-profile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-poetry-slam-panel-tickets-1060449064699?aff=ebdsshcopyurl&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=organizer-profile&utm-share-source=organizer-profile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-zealand-national-poetry-slam-final-2024-tickets-1060445774859?aff=ebdsshcopyurl&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=organizer-profile&utm-share-source=organizer-profile

Mohamed Hassan is an award-winning writer, journalist and poet from
Auckland and Cairo.He is the creator of Miles From Nowhere, a scripted
TV comedy about love, music and mass surveillance. The show had its
world premier at the Red Sea Film Festival and aired in 2024 to crifical
acclaim.

As a journalist, Mohamed was awarded the Gold Trophy af the New
York Festivals Radio Awards for his podcast series Public Enemy on

the impacts of social and security policies on Muslim communifies in
New Zealand, Australia and the United States. He currently hosts the
podcast The Big Picture, exploring today’'s world through the lens of
culture, history and society. Hassan's debut poetry collection National
Anthem was shortlisted for the 2021 New Zealand Book Awards, and his
bestselling essay collection How To Be A Bad Muslim was published by
Penguin Random House in 2022. In 2015 he won the NZ National Poetry
Slam and placed 2nd at the UK National Poetry Slam in 2021.

Grace lwashita-Taylor, an artist of upu | words, in written, performed,
and visual forms. Breathing bloodlines of Samoan, English, and
Japanese heritage, born and based in Aotearoa, New Zealand.
Dedicated to holding spaces for storytellers of Te Moana-nui-a- Kiwa.
Co-Founder of SAPC & Rising Voices. Writer of My Own Darling (2015),
curator of poetic theatre production UPU (2020). Published two poetry
collections, Afakasi Speaks (2013) and Full Broken Bloom (2017), with
Ala Press, Hawaii. Currently working on a new body of work, Water
Memories.

Matariki Bennett began her writing fraining while still at infermediate,
studying Creative Writing at distance with the New York-based Gotham
Writers Workshop. Matariki graduated from South Seas Film and
Television School in 2019 with a Diploma in Screen Production, majoring
in Screenwriting and Drama Directing, and she has been working in the
film and felevision industry since graduating.

Matariki is a founding member of Nga Hine Pukorero, a bilingual slam
poetry team. Nga Hine Pukorero are Aotearoa Spoken Word slam
champions, Australasian Spoken Word slam champions, and in 2019
reached the final stages of the biggest youth poetry slam in the world,
Brave New Voices in the United States. She is also the 2023 Wellington
Poetry Slam Champion. Recently, she has become the co-curater for
Maori sessions at Auckland Writers Festival.

She is currently writing her first book, a collection of poetry titled, ‘E ko,
no hea koe’ funded by Creative New Zealand, which will be published
by Dead Bird Books.

Daisy Speaks is a proud Samoan mum, wife and lover of words.
Performing White Sunday, reciting poetry for evening Lotu and hearing
the Matai in her family speak made for a strong poetry foundation as
a teenager. Crowned the 2017 NZ Slam Poetry Champion, Daisy also
loves facilitating poetry workshops across the motu.

NATIONAL POETRY SLAM




